
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 21, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden Jr. 

President of the United States of America 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Biden, 

 

Congratulations on your inauguration. In your Inaugural Address, you called “the truth” one of 

the “common objects we love that define us as Americans.” You added, “There is truth and there 

are lies.” In the spirit of your remarks, I am writing to correct several inaccuracies in a January 

19 letter sent to you by the Governor of my State, Gavin Newsom. 

 

Page 1, paragraph 1: Governor Newsom states California is “a model for what’s possible.” 

 

In fact, California’s own residents see it as a model that has failed: 

 

 California just had its slowest population growth in a century, losing a net 135,600 people 

to other states. Mark Baldassare with the nonpartisan Public Policy Institute called the 

numbers “really startling” and a “wake-up call” for policymakers, saying “this isn’t the 

Golden State of the past” where people came from all over “to find their way to the 

California dream.”1  

 A study this month by U-Haul ranked California “last by a wide margin” out of the 50 

states in terms of migration growth.2 

 A recent survey showed 53 percent of Californians were thinking of leaving the state.3 

 In a poll last month, 63 percent of respondents said the American Dream is dead here: 

that kids growing up in California today will be worse off than their parents.4 

Page 1, paragraph 1: California is “implementing progressive policy on everything from 

workers’ rights to climate change.” 

 

In fact, California has the nation’s most regressive policy outcomes: 

 

 The highest poverty rate.5 

 The largest homeless population, with up to half the nation’s unsheltered homeless.6 

 The second worst education for poor students, ahead of only Alaska.7 



 Nearly the widest income inequality,8 made much worse by the state’s response to 

COVID-19.9 

 

Page 1, paragraph 3: “We stand ready to assist your administration by highlighting many of 

the policy innovations we advanced in the Golden State to help you scale them nationally.” 

 

In fact, these “innovations” have been rejected by other states and the people of California:  

 

 After California passed AB 5, a ban on most independent contracting, New York 

Governor Andrew Cuomo said he didn’t want to make “the same mistake as California.” 

The liberal Daily Kos likewise warned other states, “Don’t make the mistake California’s 

Gavin Newsom did.” 

 In last November’s election, California voters passed four different Propositions rejecting 

acts of the Legislature, including overriding AB 5. Voters also rejected another three 

Propositions sponsored by the state’s dominant Special Interest groups. 

 

Page 1, paragraph 5: “We accelerated our clean air efforts” and “made record investments in 

wildfire mitigation.” 

 

In fact, California has the nation’s least clean air and most severe fires: 

 

 California’s catastrophic wildfires are routinely the worst in the nation.10 

 California has the nation’s worst air quality, thanks in large part to these fires.11 

 The state’s nonpartisan Little Hoover Commission has connected wildfire risk to the fact 

that “California’s forests suffer from neglect and mismanagement, resulting in 

overcrowding.” Over 20 million acres of land need “fuel reduction treatment to reduce 

the risk of wildfire.”12 

 

Page 1, paragraph 5: “We are strengthening our state by investing in California’s High Speed 

Rail project.” 

 

In fact, the High-Speed Rail Project is nowhere close to operating after nearly a decade and a 

half: 

 

 The project is now at least 13 years behind schedule, tens of billions of dollars over 

budget, and will apparently need subsidies to operate if ever completed.13 

 Just last week, the LA Times obtained a “scorching 36-page letter” from one of the 

project’s top contractors, reporting that “a multitude of problems have remained 

unresolved for years,” warning that a key 2022 deadline could be missed, and calling 

continued delays “beyond comprehension.”14 

 

Appendix 1, bullet 1: “We urge you to release all available vaccines as soon as possible.” 

 

In fact, California is failing to deliver the doses it’s been given: 

 



 California has only administered 36.8 percent of the doses it has received, which ranks 

last among the 50 states, with millions of unused doses.15 

 In recent days, the LA Times reports, there’s been a “chaotic scramble, with elderly 

Californians trying to sign up on websites that crashed or showing up at pharmacies for 

vaccines that they were not yet able to receive in their counties.”16 

 This mirrors California’s performance on many other facets of the public health response 

to COVID-19, including testing,17 healthcare capacity,18 and protecting vulnerable 

populations.19  

 

Appendix 1, bullet 2: “One of California’s top priorities is safely reopening our schools.” 

 

In fact, California has the nation’s most severe school closures: 

 

 California is one of the few states in the country with a statewide school closure order.20  

 Just last week, the state imposed new requirements that will force additional closures 

among the few districts that are currently open.21 

 School shutdown policies have widened California’s achievement gaps, already among 

the worst in the nation.22 

 

Appendix 1, bullet 3: “California has done its best with limited state general funds to support 

small businesses that have been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

 

In fact, California has a massive budget and the nation’s most anti-small business policies: 

 

 California’s state general funds, far from being limited, nearly doubled in the last decade, 

and the state’s erratic finance system has now produced a $15 billion “surplus.”23 

 California’s “most restrictive” lockdown is “inflicting the most devastation” anywhere in 

the country “on small businesses and the most economically vulnerable service 

workers.”24 

 California “continues to suffer a significant exodus of employers to other states, who are 

seeking lower taxes, fewer regulatory burdens, more affordable housing for employees, 

and reduced employment litigation.”25 

 Even before COVID-19, California consistently ranked as the worst state to do business 

in the country.26 

 

Appendix 1, bullet 3: California is “enabling people to get back to work.” 

 

In fact, California is keeping people out of work more than any state: 

 

 California has had nearly the nation’s worst unemployment throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic.27 

 California has continued to fund and enforce AB 5 during COVID-19, against the advice 

of 200 Ph.D. economists, keeping people needlessly out of work.28 

 Even before COVID-19, California more “broadly and onerously” put up barriers to work 

than any other state.29 

 



Appendix 1, bullet 4: “California is doing its part to help struggling residents pay the bills.” 

 

In fact, California’s “EDD” unemployment office has stopped millions of Californians from 

paying the bills: 

 

 The EDD has become a national poster child for government failure, keeping millions of 

Californians waiting for benefits.30 

 A bipartisan group of 61 legislators wrote Governor Newsom a letter stating, “Millions of 

our constituents have had no income for months. As Californians wait for answers from 

EDD, they have depleted their life savings, have gone into extreme debt, and are in deep 

panic as they figure out how to put food on the table and a roof over their heads.”31 

 At the same time, prisoners perpetrated a fraud scheme with losses to the state as high as 

$9.8 billion.32 This was possible because the Administration was not cross-checking 

claims with prison rolls as the vast majority of states were and as the federal government 

had advised. 33 

 

Appendix 1, bullet 6: “Congress failed to provide flexible funds to local governments.” 

 

In fact, California itself has failed to deliver funds equitably to local governments: 

 

 The State Auditor just released a report showing that the state distributed $9.5 billion in 

coronavirus relief funds in a way that “resulted in smaller counties receiving significantly 

less funding per person than larger counties”—barely half the amount.34 

 

Appendix 2, bullet 1: “California has charted a successful path on homelessness” 

 

In fact, homelessness in California keeps getting worse: 

 

 In 2019, homelessness would have gone down nationwide if growth in California hadn’t 

overwhelmed declines in the rest of the country.35 

 In February 2020, Gov. Newsom himself called California’s worst-in the-nation 

homelessness a “disgrace.”36 

 During the pandemic, “squalid encampments have only gotten larger, fueled by COVID-

spurred prison and jail releases and an unprecedented economic shutdown that 

community leaders say has landed scores more people on the streets.”37  

 The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst just released a report criticizing the Governor for 

continuing to “focus on one-time solutions.” The reported concluded: “As we have said 

previously, a clear, long-term strategy would make it more likely that the state’s 

investments would have a meaningful ongoing impact.”38 

 

Appendix 2, bullet 3: “California is on a path to accelerate the state’s transition to a resilient, 

equitable, carbon neutral future that creates economic prosperity.” 

 

In fact, California has made energy unaffordable while blocking clean, renewable sources: 

 

 California has the nation’s highest gas prices39 and among the highest electricity costs.40  



 Nuclear and large hydropower don’t count for meeting the state’s clean energy 

requirements despite being emission-free.41 

 California is taking its last nuclear power plant offline.42 

 

Appendix 2, bullet 5: “California is eager to pursue a transformative vision to overhaul our 

Medicaid system.” 

 

In fact, California’s ineffective Medicaid system is only getting costlier: 

 

 Because of California’s high poverty, one third of the population is on Medi-Cal.43 

 Between 2011 and 2019, Medi-Cal spending increased by $64 billion, yet researchers at 

the National Bureau of Economic Research did “not detect significant improvements of 

patient health.”44 

 

Appendix 2, bullet 6: “California has led on pro-immigrant actions.” 

 

In fact, California’s restrictions on economic opportunity harm immigrants: 

 

 Immigrant-owned small businesses have been hard-hit by California’s harshest-in-the-

nation lockdowns.45 

 AB 5 and other barriers to work harm immigrant workers and cut off services on which 

they rely.46 

 

Appendix 2, bullet 7: “We want to work with your Administration to ensure that all children 

have access to quality early education.” 

 

In fact, California’s education outcomes are the worst and most inequitable in the nation: 

 

 California ranked 46th, 48th, 47th, and 47th in 4th and 8th grade math and reading.47 

 The state’s performance is even worse for students in underserved communities.48 

 This underperformance has been compounded by extended school closures.49 

 

If you are seeking a model of a “progressive” government, California is not the place to look. 

Ours is a Capitol plagued by corruption and Special Interest control, with devastating 

consequences for the people of our state. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
KEVIN KILEY 

California Legislator 



1 Gardiner, Dustin. “‘This Isn’t the Golden State of the Past’: California Is Barely Growing.” San 

Francisco Chronicle, Dec. 17, 2020, www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/This-isn-t-the-

Golden-State-of-the-past-15809080.php. 
2 “2020 Migration Trends: U-Haul Ranks 50 States by Migration Growth.” U-Haul, Jan. 4, 2020, 

https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/22746/2020-Migration-Trends-U-Haul-Ranks-50-States-

By-Migration-Growth/. 
3 Martichoux, Alix. “53 Percent of Californians Want to Leave the State, According to New 

Survey.” SFgate, Feb. 14, 2019, www.sfgate.com/expensive-san-francisco/article/move-out-of-

bay-area-california-where-to-go-cost-13614119.php. 
4 “Most Think California Children Will Be Worse Off than Their Parents; Two-Thirds See 

Income Inequality Widening.” Public Policy Institute of California, Dec. 11, 2020, 

www.ppic.org/press-release/most-think-california-children-will-be-worse-off-than-their-parents-

two-thirds-see-income-inequality-widening/. 
5 Walters, Dan. “Commentary: California Still No. 1 in Poverty.” CalMatters, Sept. 17, 2019, 

CalMatters.org/commentary/2019/09/high-cost-california-no-1-in-poverty/. 
6 Passy, Jacob. “Nearly Half of the U.S.’s Homeless People Live in One State: California.” 

MarketWatch, Sept. 29, 2019, https://www.marketwatch.com/story/this-state-is-home-to-nearly-

half-of-all-people-living-on-the-streets-in-the-us-2019-09-18. 
7 Calefati, Jessica. “California’s Poor Students Rank next to Last on National Test.” CalMatters, 

June 23, 2020, CalMatters.org/education/2018/04/californias-poor-students-rank-next-to-last-on-

national-test/. 
8 Data Center: US Data. Population Reference Bureau, 

www.prb.org/usdata/indicator/gini/table?geos=US 
9 Botts, Jackie, et al. “How COVID Is Worsening California’s Income Inequality.” CalMatters, 

Sept. 16 2020, CalMatters.org/economy/2020/07/california-covid-deepening-income-inequality-

data/. 
10 “2018 Statistics and Summary.” National Interagency Fire Center, 

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/intelligence/2018_statssumm/2018Stats&Summ.html. 
11 Camero, Katie. “These California Cities are Among the Worst for Air Pollution in the US, 

Report Says.” Sacramento Bee, Apr. 21, 2020, 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/article242169741.html. 
12 “Fire on the Mountain: Rethinking Forest Management in the Sierra Nevada.” Little Hoover 

Commission, Feb. 2018, https://lhc.ca.gov/report/fire-mountain-rethinking-forest-management-

sierra-nevada. 
13 Jackson, Kerry. “The Train That’s Still Going Nowhere.” Pacific Research Institute, Mar. 18, 

2020, https://www.pacificresearch.org/the-train-thats-still-going-nowhere/?gclid=CjwKCAiAxp-

ABhALEiwAXm6IyaAhpudxpEcGuCV9-oHu9C7xl4ATJPeHO-oIeeFTIIRvYavtg-

XaYRoCaZoQAvD_BwE. 
14 Vartabedian, Ralph. “State Bullet Train Delays ‘Beyond Comprehension,’ Contractor Says in 

Blistering Letter.” Los Angeles Times, Jan. 12, 2021, 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-01-12/california-high-speed-rail-delays-

contractor-angry-letter. 
15 Ho, Catherine and Erin Allday. “California Has Nearly 2 Million Unused Doses of Vaccine 

Even as Demand Soars. Here’s Why.” San Francisco Chronicle, Jan. 16, 2021, 

                                                      



                                                                                                                                                                           
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/California-has-2-million-unused-doses-of-vaccine-

15875846.php. 
16 Willon, Phil et al. “Newsom’s COVID-19 Briefings Often Leave More Questions Than 

Answers, Some Officials Say.” Los Angeles Times, Jan. 19, 2021, 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-01-19/gavin-newsom-california-news-

conferences-covid-19-communication. 
17 Woolfolk, John. “Report: California Has Third-Lowest U.S. Coronavirus Testing Rate.” 

Mercury News, Apr. 21, 2020, www.mercurynews.com/2020/04/20/report-california-has-third-

lowest-u-s-coronavirus-testing-rate/. 
18 Pohl, Jason. “Newsom Asked California Doctors and Nurses to Join His Health Corps. Why 

the Plan Flopped.” Sacramento Bee, Dec. 1, 2020, 

www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article247508320.html#:~:text=Gavin%20Newsom%20ann

ounced%20the%20creation,professionals%20into%20COVID%2D19%20hotspots. 
19 Assemblymember Marc Levine. “Assemblymember Levine Releases Statement from Senate 

Public Safety Committee Hearing on CDCR Failures at San Quentin State Prison,” Press 

Release, July 1, 2020, a10.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200701-assemblymember-levine-releases-

statement-senate-public-safety-committee. 
20 “Map: Where Schools Are Reopening in the US.” CNN, 

www.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-schools-reopening/. 
21 Fensterwald, John. “More School Organizations Urge Revising Gov. Newsom’s Reopening 

Plan.” EdSource, Jan. 20, 2021, https://edsource.org/2021/more-school-organizations-urge-

revising-gov-newsoms-reopening-plan/647298. 
22 Singh, Maanvi. “How California Went from a Leader in the Covid Fight to a State in Despair.” 

The Guardian, Dec. 29, 2020, www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/dec/28/how-california-went-

from-leader-covid-fight-despair. 
23 Varghese, Romy. “California Sees Upbeat Budget Cushioned by $15 Billion Surplus.” 

Bloomberg, Jan. 8, 2021, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-08/california-

weighs-how-to-spend-surprise-windfall-in-a-pandemic. 
24 Colliver, Victoria. “Locked-down California Runs out of Reasons for Surprising Surge.” 

Politico, Dec. 25, 2020, www.politico.com/news/2020/12/23/california-covid-surge-450315. 
25 Letter from Allan Zaremberg et al. to Governor and Legislators. “Economic Recovery,” 

https://advocacy.calchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Economic-Recovery-

Letter11321.pdf. 
26 Buss, Dale. “2019 Best & Worst States for Business: An Overview.” Chief Executive, May 6, 

2019, https://chiefexecutive.net/2019-best-worst-states-for-business-an-overview/. 
27 Guzman, Zack. “California Tops Hawaii as the State with the Worst Unemployment Picture in 

the US.” Yahoo! Finance, Dec. 3, 2020, finance.yahoo.com/news/california-tops-hawaii-with-

the-worst-state-unemployment-picture-in-the-us-210306049.html. 
28 Evers, Williamson M. “Open Letter to Suspend California AB-5: From 153 Economists and 

Political Scientists in California.” Independent Institute, Apr. 14, 2020, 

www.independent.org/news/article.asp?id=13119. 
29 Carpenter, Dick. M et al. “License to Work: A National Study of Burdens from Occupational 

Licensing,” https://ij.org/report/license-work-2/ltw-state-profiles/ltw2-california. 
30 “Gov. Newsom Buried EDD ‘Strike Team’ Report. Can He Fix California’s Unemployment 

Mess?” Sacramento Bee, Sept. 21, 2020, 

www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article245884720.html. 



                                                                                                                                                                           
31 Letter from California Legislators to Governor Gavin Newsom, Aug. 5, 2020, 

https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Legislative-EDD-Letter-to-

Governor-Newsom.pdf. 
32“California COVID-19 Benefits Fraud Could Reach $9.8 billion.” Associated Press, Jan. 16, 

2021. https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-crime-california-china-russia-

b8674c13a031af41efdde1282a8976aa. 
33 Gonzalez, Vicki. “EDD Fraud Involving California Inmates: 6 Things to Know about the 

Massive Scam.” KCRA, Nov. 25, 2020, www.kcra.com/article/6-things-to-know-about-edd-

fraud-involving-california-inmates/34779405. 
34 “State High Risk Update—Federal COVID-19 Funding.” California State Auditor, Jan. 19, 

2021, http://auditor.ca.gov/reports/2020-610/index.html. 
35 Katelyn, Newman. “Homelessness Spike in California Causes National Rise.” U.S. News, Dec. 

26, 2019, https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2019-12-26/homelessness-spike-in-

california-causes-national-rise-for-third-year-in-a-row. 
36 “Governor Newsom Delivers State of the State Address on Homelessness.” Office of 

Governor Gavin Newsom, Feb. 19, 2020. https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/02/19/governor-

newsom-delivers-state-of-the-state-address-on-homelessness/. 
37 Barry-Jester, Anna Maria and Angela Hart. “This Was Supposed to Be the Year for 

California’s Homeless. Instead It’s a Slow ‘Train Wreck.’” Los Angeles Times, Oct. 7, 2020, 

https://www.latimes.com/homeless-housing/story/2020-10-07/california-rural-homeless-

coronavirus-train-wreck. 
38 “Overview of the Governor’s Budget.” Legislative Analyst’s Office, Jan. 10, 2021, 

//lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4309. 
39 “Gas Prices.” AAA, https://gasprices.aaa.com/state-gas-price-averages/. 
40 “Electricity Rates by State.” Electric Choice, Dec. 2020, 

https://www.electricchoice.com/electricity-prices-by-state/. 
41 Balaraman, Kavya. “Proposed Bill Would Include Large Hydro, Nuclear in California’s 

Renewable Portfolio Standard.” Utility Dive, Jan. 23, 2020, 

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/proposed-bill-include-large-hydro-nuclear-power-californias-

rps/570919/. 
42 Nikolewski, Rob. “Regulators Vote to Shut Down Diablo Canyon, California’s Last Nuclear 

Power Plant.” Los Angeles Times, Jan. 11, 2018, https://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-diablo-

canyon-nuclear-20180111-story.html. 
43 Finocchio, Len et al. "2019 Edition--Medi-Cal Facts and Figures.” California Health Care 

Foundation, Feb. 25, 2019, https://www.chcf.org/publication/2019-medi-cal-facts-figures-

crucial-coverage/. 
44 Dugan, Mark et al. “The Impact of the Affordable Care Act: Evidence from California’s 

Hospital Sector.” National Bureau of Economic Research, Jan. 2019, 

https://www.nber.org/papers/w25488. 
45 Garcia, Ricardo. “Immigrant-Owned Small Businesses May Be Slow to Recover from the 

Pandemic’s Economic Hit.” Daily Sundial, Oct. 13, 2020, 

https://sundial.csun.edu/161156/news/immigrant-owned-small-businesses-may-be-slow-to-

recover-from-the-pandemics-economic-hit/ 
46 “License to Work”; “AB 5 Stories: Testimonials of Californians Who Have Lost Their 

Livelihoods,” https://ad06.asmrc.org/sites/default/files/files-

uploaded/AB5StoriesBookUPDATED09142020.pdf.  



                                                                                                                                                                           
47 “California NAEP Results.” California Department of Education, 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/nr/caresults.asp. 
48 Calefati. 
49 “Singh. 


